
LIFE For 
INSECTS



WITHOUT INSECTS 
IT DOES NOT WORK

Pollinating plants, improving soil quality, 
contributing to the decomposition of 
dead organisms or being the source of 
food for other animals – these are just 
some of the important insect roles in 
nature.
Currently, however, insects are drastically 
decreasing in number. The reason is 
mainly the disappearance or decline 
of a varied mosaic of different types 
of environment. That is why we have 
prepared the project LIfE for Insects.

WHAT THE PROJECT 
DEALS WITH

By restoring coppices and open canopy 
forests, mosaic management of wet 
meadows and extensive grazing of pastures, 
we want to contribute to preserving a varied 
pattern of environments in the landscape.
In doing so, we will ensure the spread of 
many declining and rare species of insects, 
such as the stag beetle, clouded Apollo, 
large blue, dusky large blue, scarce large 
blue, Danube clouded yellow, and Jersey 
tiger. The project takes place in the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia.

NATURA 
2000

The mentioned rare species 
are prominent not only in the 
Czech Republic or Slovakia, 
but throughout Europe. Their 
habitats are protected as Sites 
of Community Importance (SCI), 
which together with  Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) are 
part of the European Union ś 
protected area network called 
Natura 2000.



M
orava

N
itra

Vá
h

Holubyho 
Kopanice SCI

Beskydy PLA
and SCI  

Vá
h

Bečva

White 
Carpathians SCI 

 

White 
Carpathians 

PLA
 

 

White
 Carpathians PLA

 
 

ČaČaČaČaČaČaČaČaČaČaČČaČaČaČaČaČaČaČaaaaaddcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcddcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

VsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVsVseteteteteeeetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetete ínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínínín

PúPúPúPúPúPúPúPúPúúPúúPúPúúúPúPúPúPúPúPúPúPú hchchchchchchchchchhchchchchchchchchchchchchovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovovoovovovo

ŽŽŽŽŽiŽiŽiŽiŽiŽiŽŽŽŽŽiŽiŽŽŽŽŽŽiŽŽ lililililiiiiliinanananananananananananananananananananananaa

PPPPPPPPPPPPrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooooooooovvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

OOOOOOOOllllloooommmmmmmmmmmmoooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuccccccccccccccc

TrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTrT enenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenene číčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíččíčíčíčíčíčínnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

KrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKrKKK ooooooomomomomomomomomomoooomomomo ěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřěřřížížížížížížížížížížížížížíž

PPPPPPPrrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooooooosssssstttteeeejjjjjjeeee oooooooovvvvvvvvvvv

UUUUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUherererererererererererererererererererererere skskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskský ý ýýý ý ý ý ý ý ý ý ýý ýý ý ý ý ý ý BrBrBrBBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBrBBrBrBrododododododoodododododododododododododododod

UhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUhUherererererererererererererererererererererererersksksksksksksksksksksksksksksksksssss é ééé é é éééé é é éééé HrHrHrHrHHrHrHrHrHrHHHrHHHHH adadadadadadadadadada iiišišišišišišištětětětětě

VeVeVeVeVeVeeeeeseseseseseseseseseseseeeeeeeeeeeeelílílílílílílílílílílílíílílílílíllílílílíílí nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn... ... ... MMMMoMoMoMoMoMoMoMoMoMoMMoMMM rararararaaaaararararaaavovovovovovovovoovovovovooovovoovouuuuuuuuuuuu

VaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVValalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaaššsšsšsšššššššsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšskékékkékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékék
MeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMMeMeMeziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziziřířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířířííčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčíčí

FrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrFrýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdýdlalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaalantntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnttntt nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnadadadadadadadadadadadadadadaaaaaaaaaaa
OsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOstrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrt avavaaavavavavavavavaavavavavavavavavavviciciciciciciciciccccccccciccicicicicííííííííííííííPL

DE

CZ

AT
SK

HU

UA

RO

  

Zdroj dat: © AOPK ČR 2019
Mapový podklad: ESRI © ESRI Data & Maps Disks 2006

0 5 10 15 20 km

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee cccccccccccccccccccccccc hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh
RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR eeeeeeeeeeeeee pppppppppppppppppppppppp uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb lllllllllllllllllllllllll iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii cccccccccccccccccccccccc

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS llllllllllllllllllllllllll oooooooooooooooooooooooo vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

VaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaV lalalalalalallalalalalalalalaalalalalalaalašsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšsšskékékékékékékékékékékékékékékékkkékékkékék  
KlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKlKllKlobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobobouououououououououououououououououououuuuouo kykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykykky

Site of Community Importance (SCI)

Network of small sites allowing species 
migration

Protected Landscape Area (PLA)

State border

River

Town

N
Čertoryje 

SCI

ProJECT ArEA



Pruning and thinning of forests and restoring coppice forests benefi t the clouded Apollo as well as the stag beetle. The 
caterpillars of the clouded Apollo need woodland with enough light for their development, and abundance of fumeworts – 
plants they feed on. In coppices, stumps with deadwood often appear, in which larvae of the stag beetle develop.
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Less intensive grazing by farm animals on dry slopes creates suitable conditions for the large blue, which requires lower 
sparse vegetation and wild thymes as nutrient plants for their caterpillars. The occurrence of ants of the genus Myrmica is 
also essential. In their anthills, the caterpillars of the large blue complete their development.
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The dusky large blue and the scarce large blue also depend on ants of the genus Myrmica. 
Their caterpillars require the great burnet as a nutrient plant, which grows 
on wet meadows.
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MAIN ACTIVITIES

 We monitor how the populations of the target insect 
species develop in the project area.species develop in the project area.species develop in the project area.

 We negotiate with the landowners of the key sites 
 and various organizations on the restoration of 

habitats for the target insect species.habitats for the target insect species.

 We want to restore these habitats to a total area 
 of 510 ha of project sites
 (280 ha in the Czech Republic and 230 ha in Slovakia):

• Cutting bushes and self-seeding plants.
• Grazing and mowing.
• Sowing nutrient plants.
• Conversion of intensive farming to extensive 

farming.

 We are looking into the additional benefi ts 
(ecosystem services) of the restored habitats. We are 
also exploring the social and economic impacts of the 
project on the inhabitants in the project areas.project on the inhabitants in the project areas.

 We organize awareness-raising events, festivals, 
children‘s camps, educational programmes for 
schools, and public excursions, where we present the 
target species and their environment, and inform 
about the project.



„LIFE For INSECTS“ 
project
Conservation of Selected 
Natura 2000 Insect Species in 
Transboundary Area (CZ-SK) 
of Western Carpathian Mts.

IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD:

1 July 2017 – 31 December 2022 

BUDGET: 

€ 4,222,005 (60% EU) 

Please refer to these links for more 
information: 

www.lifeforinsects.cz
ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life;
ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
natura2000/index_en.htm

The project is supported by the LIFE programme 
of the European Commission and the Ministries 
of the Environment of the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia.

These entities are 
not responsible for 
the content of this 
brochure, which 
is the expression 
of the project 
implementers. 
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This material was compiled by the White Carpathians Education and Information 
Centre in 2019 as part of the LIFE for Insects project. The project is implemented 
by the Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic and the following 
NGOs: Regional Association for Nature Conservation and Sustainable 
Development, Czech Union for Nature Conservation Local Chapters Bílé Karpaty 
and Salamandr, White Carpathians Education and Information Centre, and 
infi nity-progress.

OVERVIEW Of SPECIES

Lucanus cervus stag beetle

Parnassius mnemosyne clouded Apollo

Maculinea arion large blue

Maculinea nausithous dusky large blue

Maculinea teleius scarce large blue

Colias myrmidone Danube clouded yellow

Euplagia quadripunctaria Jersey tiger

Corydalis sp. fumewort

Thymus sp. thyme

Myrmica sp. Myrmica ants 

Sanguisorba offi  cinalis great burnet


